
News from the Marsh 

Spring 2025 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missing trophies 

Please keep your eyes peeled for 

our missing trophies: 

*Godmersham Cup-small silver 

 

*South Eastern Double Gather 

Novice cup 

 

*Silence is Golden Cup-Modern 

style 

*SUMMER 2025 TRIALS* 
 

Lynsted: Sunday June 15th  

Westwell: Sunday July 13th 

Snargate: Sunday August 10th 

Lydden: Sunday 31st August  

Tonbridge: Sunday September 21st (am/pm trial) 

 

**Entries now open** 
www.rmdsheepdogsociety.com 

 

All England Nursery Final  
This season’s team was chosen using an aggregate score based on successes during the 

winter series. Paul Griffiths with Duchy, Mark Banham with Beacons Ben, and Jed 

Watson with Jake represented the South East. They didn’t make the ribbons but 

nevertheless put up a good fight against the weather and tricky sheep. 

Congratulations to all.  
 

AGM news 

1. Membership remains at £6 for the year 

2. Entry fees to increase to £8 members/£10 non-members 

3. Discussion to reinstate the SE Double gather competition-date 

to be confirmed 

South East Nursery 

Congratulations to those who 

qualified for the South East 

Nursery final held at Shabden 

this year. The competition was 

tough this year and ended on a 

high with Paul Griffiths winning 

the Nursery with Duchy, and Jed 

Watson winning the Novice with 

Max. Well done to all. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Winter 2024/25 results 
 

10th November 2024  

31 ran 

Judge: Elizabeth Lauder 

  

Nursery: 

1.     Paul Griffiths, Sussex, Duchy, 79 

2.     Mark Banham, Surrey, Beacons Ben, 78 

3.     Rob Hawke, Salisbury, Macey, 74 

4.     Kevin Reed, Horam, Prince, 67 

5.     Andrew Nikalls, Shaftesbury, Sky, 50 

6.     Graeme Eusden, Surrey, Jan, 44 

  

Novice: 

1.     Elaine Anstey, Kirdford, Ben, 89 

2.     Jo Dorrell, Dover, Rhydale Tip, 79 

3.     Kevin Reed, Horam, Thistledown Greg, 70 

4.     Grace Gower, Lydden, Ayesha, 54 

5.     Wendy Cole, Tillingham, Moss, 50 

6.     Karen Gearing, Hove, Swan, 47 

  

Cradle: 

1.     Sarah Walker, Stelling Minnis, Taw, 50 

2.     Hollie Storey, Tweed, 37 

 

SE Double gather proposed entry rules 

Points gained during a qualifying period in summer 

2025 (May to September). Points gained (or equivalent 

placing if less than 25 run) at affiliated trials run in the 

South East to be submitted. Top 10 in Open and top 5 in 

Novice will be notified. The committee reserve the right 

to amend if necessary. Handler must be a member of the 

host society to qualify. 

We sadly lost Steve Beale and Margaret Vant this year. Both were avid supporters of 

Romney Marsh and District Sheepdog Society and would support in any way they could. 

We send our condolences to their families at this sad time. 

In memory of Dave Thompson we have had a handlers post made, courtesy of Mark 

Banham, with the engraving “That’ll do Dave” to be used at all our Romney Marsh trials. 

Please do feel free to hang your crooks and make him feel part of the trialling season once 

again. 



  

Rookie: 

1.     Hazel Long, Canterbury, Wren, 81 

2.     Jo Dorrell, Dover, Kurt, 73 

3.     Jill Bastable, Tonbridge, Meg, 68 

4.     Jo Dorrell, Dover, Jack, 59 

 

 

December 8th 2024 

14 ran 

Judge: Elizabeth Lauder (Lynsted) 

 

Cradle: 

1st Paige Misselbrook, Ice, 64 

2nd Kevin Reed, Horam, Nan, 63 

3rd Sarah Walker, Stelling Minnis, Taw, 55 

 

Nursery: 

1st Paul Griffiths, Sussex, Duchy, 92 

2nd Mark Banham, Surrey, Beacons Ben, 91 

3rd Kevin Reed, Horam, Prince, 67 

 

Novice: 

1st Grace Gower, Lydden, Ayesha, 71 

2nd Grace Gower, Lydden, Will, 66 

3rd Roger Levy, London, Megan, 49 

4th Kevin Reed, Horam, Thistledown Greg, 46 

 

Rookie: 

1st Jill Bastable, Tonbridge, Meg, 87 

2nd Hazel Long, Canterbury, Wren, 71 

 

Awards: 

“Keep smiling when trialling” – Wendy Cole 

Most improved combination – Grace Gower and Ayesha 

“Ron Willis Service to the Society” – Teynham Court Farm 

Chairman’s award – Hazel Long 

 

January 5th 2025 

19 ran 

Judge: Elizabeth Lauder (Lynsted) 

 

Cradle: 

1st  Millie Yeend, Fred, 71 

2nd Sarah Walker, Stelling Minnis, Taw, 64 

 

Nursery: 

1st  Mark Banham, Surrey, Beacons Ben, 94 

2nd Paul Griffiths, Sussex, Duchy, 77 

3rd Kevin Reed, Horam, Prince, 76 



4th Kevin Reed, Horam, Nan, 44 

 

Novice: 

1st Elaine Anstey, Kirdford, Ben, 86 

2nd Elaine Anstey, Kirdford, Joy, 84 

3rd Kevin Reed, Horam, Thistledown Greg, 76 

4th Grace Gower, Lydden, Ayesha, 71 

5th Jo Dorrell, Dover, Rhydale Tip, 68 

6th Roger Levy, London, Aine, 47 

 

January 26th 2025 

28 ran 

Judge: Jill Bastable (Tonbridge) 

 

Cradle (80): 

1st  Millie Yeend, Fred, 67 

2nd Sarah Walker, Stelling Minnis, Cleit Taw, 62 

3rd Sandra, Switzerland, Okka, 59 

4th Paige Misselbrook, Kings Langley, Ice, 54 

 

Nursery: 

1st  Graeme Eusden, Surrey, Mist, 78 OLF 

2nd Paul Griffiths, Sussex, Duchy, 78 

3rd Kevin Reed, Horam, Nan, 75 

4th Kevin Reed, Horam, Prince, 71 

5th Mark Banham, Surrey, Beacons Ben, 64 

6th Elaine Anstey, Kirdford, Spot, 59 

 

 

Novice: 

1st Elaine Anstey, Kirdford, Ben, 72 

2nd Kevin Reed, Horam, Thistledown Greg, 69 

3rd  Grace Gower, Lydden, Ayesha, 66 

4th Josie Rowsell, Bury, Gail, 44 

 

Rookie: 

1st Hazel Long, Canterbury, Wren, 74 

 

 

Aggregate awards: 

Cradle: Sarah Walker and Cleit Taw 

Nursery: Mark Banham and Beacons Ben 

Novice: Grace Gower and Ayesha 

Rookie: Hazel Long and Wren 

Puppy cup: Mark Banham and Beacons Ben 

Novice handler: Kevin Reed 

Young handler: Grace Gower 
 
 
 


